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Statement from the Director

Rex Nielson

This year we celebrate ten years since the founding of the BYU
HumanitiesCenter,amajorinstitutionalinitiativeoriginallyspon-
sored by Dean JohnRosenberg. Underthe creative and inspired
direction of Matthew Wickman, the center’s founding director,
the Humanities Center has grown while developing a wide vari-
ety of activities that have advanced the influence of the College
of Humanities. Through its ten years of evolving programes, its

missionhasremainedconsistent:topromoteinnovativescholar-
shipandteachinginareaspertainingtothelanguage, literature,
thought, culture, and history of the human conversation.

One of the things that make the Humanities Center at BYU so
remarkableisthatlessthanthreepercentofinstitutionsofhigher
education have one.The very fact that BYU sponsors the center
highlights the university’s deep commitmentto the value of hu-
manitieseducationinpreparingstudentstoaddresssomeofthe
most pressing issues in society today. The center also highlights
theleadingrolesBYUHumanitiesfacultyareplayingincontribut-
ing to humanities scholarship, teaching, and public service.

The BYU Humanities Center currently sponsors a broad array of
creativeactivitiesthatfosterscholarship,interdisciplinaryconnec-
tions,and student development. Forexample, we host a weekly
research colloquiumwhere Collegefaculty presentnewscholar-
shipandworksinprogress.Distinguishedguestsandfacultyfrom
other institutions regularly to come to our campus to work with
faculty and students and share new research. We also support a
yearly symposium of student-driven research projects in addi-
tion to other workshops and meetings to discuss current issues
facingthehumanities.We'reespecially proudtosponsorprojects
like the Cambodian Oral History Project, directed by Professors
Dana Bourgerie (Chinese) and Brian Croxall (Office of Digi-

tal Humanities), which represents some of the best ways that
Humanities scholarship can contribute to preserving memory,
connecting generations, and enriching Cambodian culture.

Additionally,we
sponsor ten dif-
ferent research
groups that
bring together
faculty working
on different
topics,including
medieval and
Renaissance
studies,thedigitalhumanities,educationandleadership,transla-
tion theory, and many more. And we partner with a number of
otherentitiesaround campustopromotecollaborative,interdis-
ciplinary projects.

While supportingteachingandscholarship attheuniversity, the
Humanities Center also actively looks for ways to contribute to
local and national (and even international) conversations. This
past summer, for example, we sponsored six lectures and work-
shops at BYU Education Week, where hundreds of attendees
were enriched in a variety of topics from finding Christ in the
devotional writings of a remarkable Italian Renaissance woman
writer to how a Humanities education led one of our colleagues
to the gospel from Myanmar to India to Utah. We also regularly
connectfacultywithopportunitiestospeakatlocal publiclibrar-
ies,publisharticlesonfaith,scholarship,andtheliberalartsinour
Humanities Center Blog, and produce our wide-reaching pod-
cast, FaithandImagination.These publications,alongwith other
humanities-relatedresources,arefreeandcanbeaccessedatour
website: https://humanitiescenter.byu.edu.

Now ten years into its existence, the BYU Humanities Center
occupiesacentral rolein the College of Humanities; we look for-
wardtotheopportunitiesaheadin helping faculty and students
enrich our university community and beyond.
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Humanities Center Fellows

Earl Brown

Earl Kjar Brown works as a professorin the Department of Linguistics. He received
a PhD in Hispanic Linguistics at the University of New Mexico in 2008, and his
doctoralthesiswaspublishedinthe LINCOM StudiesinRomanceLinguisticsseries
in 2009. His research agenda centers on the quantification of language variation,
especiallyin Spanishand English.In mostof this research, he employs the acoustic
software Praat and uses the corpus linguistics techniques of text searching, data
manipulation, and statistical analysis with the programming languagesR, Python
andJulia.SomeofhisresearchhasappearedinthejournalsLanguageVariationand
Change,InternationalJournalofBilingualism,JournalofLinguisticGeography,Journalof
ResearchDesignandStatisticsinLinguisticsandCommunicationScience,andCorpus
Linguistics and Linguistic Theory.

Brian Jackson

Brian Jackson—who, in 1993, served NBA All-Star John Stockton an Adventure

Meal at the Arby’s drive thru—is Professor of English and a writing teacher. His

bookTeachingMindfulWriters,publishedin2020,laysoutanewpedagogyforhelp-
ingwriting students build metacognitive abilities,and hedidn'tlikeLaLaLand the
firsttime he saw it. A breakdancerin the mid-80s, his work has been publishedina
numberofvenuesinrhetoricand writing studies.He teaches coursesin GEwriting,
filmstudies,andadvancedstyle,and heplayslkeon SuperSmash,eventhoughhe’s
beentold by hischildrenthatplaying lkeis“cheap. Thoughhe nevermadehishigh
school basketballteam, he servesas coordinator of the Writing Across the Curricu-
lum program, and he does not want you to know that he hasn't read Jane Eyre.
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Francesca Lawson

Dr. Francesca R. Sborgi Lawson is the Marshall Professor and a Faculty Fellow at the
Humanities Center and Professorin the Department of Comparative Artsand Letters
at Brigham Young University. She received a B.M. degree in harp performance from
Brigham Young University,an M.A.degree in ethnomusicology from the University of
CaliforniaatLos Angeles,and a Ph.D.degree in ethnomusicology from the University
of Washington in Seattle. She conducted research on the inter-relationships of lan-
guageand musicinthenarrativeartsofTianjin,ChinaasaFulbright-Haysand National
Academy of Sciences Research Fellow. Authoroftwo books, The Narrative Arts of Tian-
jin:BetweenMusicandLanguage(Ashgate,2011)andTheWomenofQuyi:LiminalVoices
andAndrogynousBodies,(Routledge,2017),shealsoreceivedtheJaapKunstawardfor
the most significant article published in the field of ethnomusicology in 2014.

¥ Brian Price

@ 3 : Brian Priceis Professor of Spanish American Literature and Culture. Before joining
' the faculty at BYU, he completed doctoral work at the University of Texas at Austin
and taught at Wake Forest University. His areas of scholarly interest include 20th
and21st-centuryMexicanliterary,film,andcultural studies; Latin America’s histori-
cal novel; comparative literature; and rock and roll. He is the author of Cult of De-
featinMexico'sHistorical Fiction:Failure, Trauma,andLoss(2012),editorof Asaltosa
lahistoria:reimaginandolaficcidonhistéricahispanoamericana(2014),andcoeditorof
TransLatinJoyce:GlobalTransmissionsinlbero-AmericanLiterature(2014)andTheLost
Cinema of Mexico: From Lucha Libre to Cine Familiarand Other Churros (2022). He
iscurrently completing two book projects on the way thatrock music transformed
Mexican literature and cinema. Over the last comple of years, Brian has spent a
fairamountofhissparetime practicingBrazilian JiuJitsuandistryingtofigureouta
way to turn this extracurricular interest into another book.
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Humanities Center Fellows

Laura Catharine Smith

LauraCatharine Smith (Associate Professor,GermanicLinguistics)joined thefaculty
in 2004 after earning a Joint PhD inTheoretical and Germanic Linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin—Madison. She previously earned a BA(Hons) and BEd (Inter-
mediate and Secondary teaching of French and History/Social Sciences) at Queen’s
University at Kingston (Canada) and an MA in Historical Linguistics (Calgary). Her
research spans L2 pronunciation and perception, increasing L2 proficiency, and
theoreticalandhistoricalmorpho-phonology,especiallyhowsyllables,feetandstress
placementshapelanguagechangeandacquisition.Lauraservesasco-editorforthe
sisterseries,(Open)StudiesinGermanicLinguistics(LSPandBenjaminsrespectively)
and is on the Executive Board for the Society for Germanic Linguistics. She has also
served as Utah chapter president for the AATG and recently served on the FAC.
During downtime, Laura hangs out with her horse, Eddie Vann Halenn, and her cat,
Molly, whose tail occasionally Zoom bombs meetings.

Paul Westover

PaulWestoverjoined the English Departmentin 2008 aftercompletingaPh.D.at
IndianaUniversity.HespecializesinBritishRomanticism, literarygeography,and
the history of literary tourism. Paulis the author of Necromanticism:Traveling to
Meet the Dead, 1750-1860 (Palgrave, 2012) and co-editor, with Ann Wierda Ro-
land,of TransatlanticLiteratureand AuthorLoveintheNineteenthCentury(Palgrave,
2016).0Overthelast several years, Paul has collaborated with colleagues and stu-
dentsontwomajorelectroniccriticaleditions:WilliamWordsworth'sGuidetothe
Lakes(publishedbyRomanticCirclesin2012,revisedin2020)and DorothyWord-
sworth'sLakeDistrict(forthcoming).Paulteaches,amongotherthings,coursesin
post-1800 Anglophoneliterature,and currently he supervisesourBYUinternsat
the Wordsworth Trust. An avid but increasingly flabby hiker, he hopes to bag all
major summits on the Wasatch Front before his body or his willpower gives out.
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Special Projects & One-Year Appointments

Ryan Christensen

Ryan Christensen is an associate professor in the philosophy department. He
earned an MA and a PhD in philosophy from Stanford University. He has taught
manydifferentcourses,includingcoursesonlogic,metaphysics,ancientphilosophy,
and the philosophy of religion. He has published papersin metaphysics and logic,
andheiscurrentlyworkingonabook, provisionallytitled Lonelinessand Love, that
exploresthemetaphysical distancesbetweeneach ofusandourworld,andloveas
our attempt to overcome those distances.

Kristin Matthews

Kristin L. Matthewsis Professor of English. She received her Ph.D.in American liter-
ature fromthe University of Wisconsin-Madison.She teaches coursesin American
literature,AmericanStudies, AfricanaStudies,and GlobalWomen’s Studies.Shehas
publishedinBookHistory,AmericanStudies,ArizonaQuarterly, ModernDrama,and
Callaloo(@amongotherjournalsandbookcollections),andhermonographReading
America:Citizenship,Democracy,andColdWarLiterature(2016)waspublishedbythe
University of Massachusetts Press as part of their series Studies in Print Culture
and History of the Book.
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Eliza R. Snow Undergraduate Fellows

Jessica Clark

Portuguese & Communication Disorders Double Major
JessicaClarkwasraisedinamilitary family,soshegrew upinseveral differentstatesonthe
east coastincluding Connecticut, North Carolina, and Georgia. She also spent nine years
livingin Germany, giving herthe opportunity tovisitmany European countriesand expe-
riencevarious cultures.Her nomadic childhood hasinstilledinheralovefortravelingand |
adventure.Sheenjoysactivitiesthattake heroutside ofthehouselikerunningand hiking.
Shealsoloves leaving the house metaphorically through immersing herself in the world
of history and books. After serving a mission in Cape Verde, Jessica fell in love with the
PortugueselanguageandcurrentlytutorsmissionarieslearningPortugueseattheMission-
aryTraining Center.Sheisa seniorat BYU and plans to start a master’s programin Speech
Pathology next year. Jessica hopes that her continuing education will provide her with
opportunitiestohelpchildrenwithlanguagedisorders,especiallythosewhowereraisedin
abilingualhome.Herbiggestdreamistobecomeinvolved with humanitarian efforts thataim toimprove the quality
of life of children in third world countries through supplying resources and improving their quality of education.

Shannel Morin

French Education Major

Shannel Morin graduated from BYU this April with a major in French Teaching
and a minor in Dual Language Immersion. She was born and raised in Québec,
Canada. She grew up skating the Rideau Canal and enjoying its finest dessert; the
beavertail. She was thrilled to leave the cold winter behind for a season in order
toserveamissioninslightly warmerWashington DC.Shannel enjoyed developing
herteaching skillsat BYU through teaching French 201 and tutoring in the French
writingand speakinglabs.BYU hasoffered Shannelmanyopportunities,including
interningandworkingfortwoyearsatastart-up,language-learningcompanyinSalt
Lake where she managed a team of French speakers on the translation of movie
transcripts.Hernewestgoalislearning Spanishasathirdlanguage,asherhusband
comes from Mexico. The two enjoy sharing their languages with each other and
planto speak all three in their family. Shannel’s next adventure includes teaching
third-grade French Immersion in West Jordan, Utah, which she is very excited for.
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Kim Hansen

English Major

KimHansenisasenioratBYU majoringin Englishand minoringin both editing and inter-
national development.She grew upinColoradoand thenmoved toWashington state her
freshman year of high school. In high school, she cultivated her love of literature and dis-
covered herinterestin global development as she worked on the youth board for the Af-
rican Promise Foundation. She studied for one semester at BYU before leaving to serve a
Spanish-speakingmissionamongthecornfieldsoftheMidwest.Workingwithimmigrants
fromallovertheworldasamissionary heightenedKim'sinterestininternational develop-
ment, particularlyineducation,women’srights,andwomen’shealth.Uponreturninghome,
sherealized these passions blended well with her literary interests, as she’salways under-
stood literature to be a great humanizer. At BYU, she’s enjoyed cheering loud and proud
at football games, presenting on Milton’s Paradise Lost and Toni Morrison’s A Mercy at
the 2022 English Symposium,and mentoring otherwriterswhileworkingasawriting consultantatthe ResearchandWriting Center.
When sheisn't busy enjoying a good piece of classic literature, Kim loves to experiment with different hobbies (most recently long-
boarding), play piano, explore new placesathomeandabroad,and drinkdirty soda.Inthefuture, she hopestoteach EnglishinLatin
America, publish a novel, and further explore her literary interests at graduate school.

Kaitlin Thiriot
Spanish Translation Major B
Kaitlyn Thiriot grew up in a military family and had the pleasure of living in many G\’;\\
places, mostly onthe east coast, suchasNorth Carolina, NewYork,and Maryland. She &
isthe oldest of foursiblingsandlovesto spend time with her family. Shelovestoread

and write, and she has been playing violin since a very young age. She also loves to
travel; her skills as a violinist have allowed her to represent the United States at vari-
ousinternationalfolkfestivals with the group Clog Americain placessuchasFinland, ¥
Denmark, Russia, and Turkey. She also served a mission in Quito, Ecuador,and found
a strong love for the people and culture she encountered there. Upon returning to
BYU, she found a mixture of two of her passions, writing and language, in Spanish
translation.Sheishonoredtohavetheresponsibilitytobreakdownthelanguagebar-
rierandallow different culturesto connectthrough translatingandinterpreting.She
wasrecently married, andislookingforward to beginning afamily with herhusband.
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Humanities Center Intern

10 - Humanities Center

Isaac Richards
English (MA)

Isaac James Richards served as the BYU Humanities Center Intern for the 2022-2023
academicyear.lsaacisinterestedinallthingsrhetoricand writing.His peer-reviewed
scholarshiphasappearedinTheJournal of American Culture, The Journalforthe His-
toryofRhetoric,ExplorationsinMediaEcology,TheExplicator,andRhetoricReview.His
creativewriting, bothpoetryand prose, hasappearedorisforthcominginlrreantum,
BYUStudiesQuarterly,andY-Magazine.He can befoundathiswebsite: https://www.
isaacrichards.com/.




The Humanities Center Blog

“Revisiting the Academic Silo” by Rex Nielson
“The Spiritual Life of the Mind" by Isaac Richards

7

“AniIntergenerationalLegacyoftheHumanitiesandDiscipleship
by Bobbe May

“Patterns” by Kaitlyn Thiriot

“A (Missed) Shoutout for Rhetoric: Memory Places in a Cal
Newport Self-Help Book,” by Isaac Richards

“Musings on Methodology: Or, On Types of Inquiry” by Isaac
Richards

“Joy and Human Dignity” by Jason A. Kerr
“History and the Humanities in Portugal” by Jessica Clark
“Things: As They Seem and As They Are” by Shannel Morin

“Golden Odes and Ruby-Red Letters: Why Classical Arabic Liter-
ature Matters Today” by Kevin Blankinship

“The Art and Science of Philosophy” by Ryan Christensen
“Gratitude for Guilt, for Grace” by Kim Hansen
“On Confidence” by Paul Westover

“Of Christmas, Climate Change, and Communication” by Isaac
Richards

“On Academic Returns” by Rex Nielson

“GraspingatTotalityand DefyingGenre:TowardSpectraIThinking
in Humanities Scholarship” by Isaac Richards

“Unstringing the Bow” by Brian Price

“ChatGPT and the Near Future of College Writing” by Brian
Jackson

“Review of Ancient Christians: An Introduction for Latter-day
Saints” by Isaac Richards

“The Grace of Discomfort” by Kristin L. Matthews
“Connections Unseen but Deeply Felt” by Kim Hansen

“ReflectionsontheHumanitiesand StudentTeaching”byShannel
Morin

“The Existential Crisisas Ensemble: Text, Context,and the Role of
Choice in the Making of Meaning” by Isaac Richards

“Why I'm Not Too Worried About Generative-IA Making Our
Students Less Skilled” by Earl Kjar Brown

“Home, Memories, and the Humanities” by Jessica Clark
“Paintings of Rocks” by Kaitlyn Thiriot

”Tge Candle: Notes on Holy Envy for Holy Week” by Isaac Rich-
ards

“Building Communities of Belonging”by Laura Catherine Smith

“Humanists as Activists: Rewriting the Narratives that Lurk Be-
neath Technological Tools” by Francesca R. Sborgi Lawson

“Woven Together” by Megan
McOmber Wight

“A Together Place: An Alternative
Utopia” by Lydia Hall

“The Girl with the Golden Hair
and the Guy with the Glasses” by
Emily Tucker

“Wayfare is Stretching the Heav-
ens”by Isaac Richards
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The Faith and Imagination Podcast: Season Three Episodes

“The Hunger for Home," with guest Matthew Croasmun, Yale
University

“The Scandal of Holiness,” with guest Jessica Hooten Wilson,
Pepperdine University
“EnvironmentalLamentationandHopeinAmericanCulturalHistory,”
with guest John Gatta, Sewanee: The University of the South

“The Mysticism of Ordinary Life,” with guest Andrew Prevot, Boston
College

“Life to the Whole Being: The Spiritual Memoir of a Literature
Professor,” with Matthew Wickman and George Handley, BYU

The ReligiousTurn of One of America’s Finest Poets, Denise Levertoy,
with Cristina Gdmez-Fernandez, University of Cérdoba

“Spiritual,Healing PerceptioninNature,"withguestDouglasChristie,
Loyola Marymount University

“Christian Poetry in America since 1940," with guests Micah Mattix
(Regent University) and Sally Thomas (poetry editor for The New
York Sun)

Falth &

Imagination

& BV Thyssen#lies Cealer Poslcas
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“Some Favorite Books We Read in
2022," with guest George Handley,
Brigham Young University

“ContemplativeRealism,or,Spiritual
Life in Fiction with guest Joshua
Hren,”Wiseblood Books and Uni-
versity of St. Thomas, Houston

“Learning to Love Art through
the Eyes of Faith with Russ Ram-
sey," Pastor at Christ Presbyterian
Church in Nashville

“TheGift,Challenge,andVocation of LivingandTeaching Spiritually,’
with Barbara Quinn, RSCJ, Boston College

“Experiencing Christ in Life and Poetry,” with poet Sally Read

“Philosophy and Faith inthe Public Sphere,"with guest Jennifer Frey,
University of South Carolina

“The Spirituality of ...
Theological Seminary

Anger?”with guest Douglas Hardy, Nazarene
“Opponents, Not Enemies; Trust, Not Agreement,” with guest Leon-
ard McMahon, Pacific School of Religion

“Theology, the Arts, and New Creation,” with Daniel Train, Duke
Divinity School

“Contemplative-Transformative—Reading,"with StephaniePaulsell,
Harvard Divinity School

“Journeys of the Spirit: On Pilgrimage,” with Zachary Davis, Faith
Matters Foundation and Wayfare Magazine

“Mysticism: An Awareness of the Presence of God,"with ChadThralls,
Seton Hall University










Education Week Courses

Finding Christ in the Humanities

Tahira Carroll Jennifer Haraguchi Mara Garcia
The Gospel from Myanmar to India to Utah ~ FindingChristthroughMaryinLateRenaissance La importancia de la educacion para la mujer
Italy Santo de los Ultimos Dias y su familia

Lifelong Learning: 5 Best

George Handley James Swensen Jarica Watts
Five Books to Inspire Better Environmental Worth a Thousand Words: Five Photographs  TextualMothers:VirginiaWoolfandthe Maternal
Stewardship and a Sense of Place That Can Change the Way We See Our World Muse
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Humanities Center Guests

Mary Moschella

In October 2022, Mary Clark Moschella,
Roger J. Squire Professor of Pastoral Care
andCounselingatYaleDivinitySchool,came
to campus at the invitation of the Theology
and Humanities research group. Her visit
focused on narrative pastoral care, leading
a workshop for faculty that modeled this
practice through reflection on faculty’s
relationship to their roles as teachers at

a religious university. Moschella met with
faculty foralunchdiscussion of herworkon
joyand carein pastoralrelationships before
culminating her visit with a lecture on“The
JoyofTeaching:AnEmbodied Pedagogyfor
TroubledTimes."ManyremarkedthatMary’s
time with us was not only valuable for their
own work but also personally life-giving.
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Ignacio Sanchez Prado

The Humanities Center hosted Ignacio M.

Sanchez Prado, who is Jarvis Thurston and
MonaVan Duyn Professorinthe Humanities
at Washington University in St. Louis, for a

conversationregardinghisarticleinTheLos
Angeles Review of Books titled: “Remedial

Humanities.” He described how the desta-

bilization of literary canons hasled students
to enter the university without having read
apredictable numberortype of texts.While
theexpandingdiversity ofthe humanitiesis
beneficial,itnecessarilyrequiresa“remedial”
approach to humanities classes; professors
cannotassume that students will haveread
orlearnedanyoneparticularthing.Sanchez
offered thoughtsabout multimediaassign-
mentsthatcan help addressthis deficiency.

Esther Allen

Canatranslationbebetterthantheoriginal?
This was the question addressed by Esther
Allen, a professor at Baruch College, in her
colloquia last March. Allen is a writer and
translator who has been awarded two Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts Translation
Fellowships and a Guggenheim. Her trans-
lation of Zama, by Antonio Di Benedetto,
won the 2017 National Translation Award.
ForAllen,“restorativetranslations”arewhen
a work draws on a particular culture but is
writteninalanguageotherthanthatculture,
butthenistranslatedintothelanguagethat
bestmatchesthenovel’scontent.Thus,Allen
ultimatelyarguedthatsometranslationscan
be more meaningful than original works—
particularly restorative translations.




Sadhana Naithani

At the end of March, the Humanities
Center hosted Sadhana Naithani, professor
at the Centre of German Studies of Jawa-
harlal Nehru University in New Delhi, India,
and president of the International Society
for Folk Narrative Research. In Christopher
Blythe’s “Ways of Reading” introductory
English course, she shared her 15-minute
ethnographicdocumentary,DasNachleben
des Rattenfangers / The Ratcatcher’s After-
life,andanswered questionsaboutthe”Pied
Piper”legend. She met with small groups of
students, BYU sustainability managers,and
the Romantic and Victorian Study Group to
discuss her current research on colonialist
representations of wildlife, including tigers
and elephants, in India.

A

Patrick Dove

In April, the BYU Humanities Center invit-
ed Patrick Dove, professor of Spanish at
Indiana University and author of Literature
and’Interregnum’:Globalization,Warandthe
Crisisof Sovereigntyin Latin America (SUNY
UP, 2016), to campus to work with Erik
Larson, associate professor in the Spanish
and Portuguese department. They spent a
day workshopping Dr. Larson’s manuscript,
which examines Latin American detective
fiction through the lens of Heideggerian
ontology.Duringhisvisit,Dr.Dovedelivered
a lecture on Argentine writer Jorge Luis
Borges, titled“Miaciago destino:The desert
as figuration of language and thought in
Borges's ‘El Inmortal.”

Jodi Graham

The Humanities Center was excited to host
aconversationwith Jodi Graham, Executive
Director of Utah Humanities. She informed
participants of both the role of state hu-
manities councils,and the Utah Humanities
missionto“strengthenUtahcommunitiesby
cultivating connections, deepening under-
standing,andexploringourcomplexhuman
experience.” She shared examples of

how their programming, which focuses on
literature,accesstoeducation,localinitatives
andcommunity heritage, hasstrengthened
and empowered Utah communities. She
thenledabrainstormingsessionwithfaculty
to inspire future collaborations. Visit utah-
humanities.org to get an idea of how you
mightengagewiththeworktheyaredoing.
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President and Director, National Humanities Center

Robert Newman

The Evolution of the Humanities
The humanities flourish when they extend
into societal, environmental, and community
spheres.

Adaptordie.Thebiological maximappliestomorethanjustliving
beings—justasfinchesontheGaldpagosislandschangedphysio-
logicallytofilldifferentenvironmental niches, theinstitutionsthat
make up our society similarly need to adapt. One such group of
institutionsisthehumanitiesthemselves.Thehumanitiestodayface
pressures to find their place in our ever-evolving academic and
societal landscape.

Professor Robert D. Newman, director of the National Human-

ities Center and former dean of the College of Humanities at the
University of Utah, is particularly invested in seeing the human-
ities flourish. In a BYU Humanities Center colloquium hosted on
September 12,2022, Newman laid out his vision of an increased
alliancebetweenthehumanitiesandenvironmentalmovements—
inNewman’'swords,“abridgingoftheacademicand publicdivide,
so that any space between the practice of the humanities and

advocacyforsocialandenvironmentaljusticeisvastlydiminished.”

Newman emphasized a number of ways the humanities must
change.Primarily,humanitiesscholarshipmustreevaluateitsfocus
ontheindividual—particularlyinlightofrecentmovementswhich
emphasizerace,gender,andidentityasindividualizingforces."Can
aconcentrationonindividualidentity, no matterhow significant-
ly tied to issues of social justice, serve the need to embrace the
collective?” he skeptically asked.

The humanities, Newman explained, are at their most transfor-
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mative when they help us realize how we fit into a community.
Theyhavethepotentialto“conjoin socialand ecologicaljustice,as
wellas[be]adynamicintersectionbetween personalandsocietal
transformation.Torealize this, however, the humanities will need
to adapt in certain ways.

One practical change will be a shift away from the cloistered, iso-
latedmodelofacademichumanitiestoamorecommunity-centric




model of humanities.This“would dowondersforourown self-es-
teem, as well as the esteem in which we are held,”Newman said.

Further, the humanities must join forces with the sciences in
the fight against what he called “the most crucial problem of
our time”"—climate change. This shift requires a realignment of
humanities pedagogy to encourage students to focus on what
Newman called“legacy projects,"which hedescribed as“projects
wherein students are compelled to consider how their actions
have impact beyond themselves, and what consequences their
lives have on future lives, both human and not”

Take, for example, the notion of environmental sustainability.
Students of philosophy could make arguments all day about the
ethicalobligationsofsustainabilityintheabstract.Buttheycould

alsoworkwith scientiststoapply
theirargumentationin practical,
real-world scenarios: they could
perform their own environmen-
tal research, start movements
in their communities, and write
articles for public readership.
These latter projects exemplify
Newman’s envisioned legacy
projects—theirimplicationsand
impact extend well beyond the
scope of traditional academic
humanities.

Newman painted a picture of an
increasinglyinterdisciplinaryhu-
manities landscape: a brave new
world that promises to entirely
restructure the humanities that
weonce knew.”Emergingdisciplines like environmental studies,
cognitive studies, narrative medicine, computational linguistics,
and information theory, for example, will become the university
departments of the future, all of which would have a humanities
component in conversation with other fields,” he said.

As the humanities continue to adapt, more than their role in
universitieswillbeatstake.Humanitiesstudentsandscholarswill
increasinglyfindthemselveswithawiderangeofweightyrespon-
sibilities.”Savingdemocracy,savingcivilsociety,savingtheplanet,is
allintimately intertwined with securing the future of the human-
ities,”Newman concluded.

Article by Simon Laraway
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Executive Director, Modern Language Association

Paula Krebs

The Humanities of the Future
You can do more with a humanities degree
than waiting tables at a local café. What
does that reality actually look like?

Arestudents’humanities classesreally preparingthemforthereal
world?AccordingtoPaulaKrebs,directoroftheModernLanguage
Association (MLA), college humanities courses teach students
invaluablecriticalthinkingskills,buttheyaren'tgoingfarenoughto
teach practical applications that help in careers after graduation.
At her general lecture for the Humanities Center on February 2,
Krebs presented“The Humanities at Work," providing herinsights
into how BYU humanities faculty can better prepare students for
an ever-evolving 21st-century world.

Astaunchdefenderofthehumanities, Krebs reassured attendees
that humanities majors are practical and successful in the real

world—and brought the statistics to prove it. According to past
studies, English and language majors are more likely to find a full-
time job than the social and physical sciences. However, she also
emphasizedthatthereneedstobeastrongerfocusonpracticality.

Krebs cited resources showing that humanities graduates are
pursuing careers outside“typical”humanities jobs like academia,
museumes, or historical societies and moving toward more busi-
ness-andengineering-centeredcareers.Humanitiesmajors,Krebs
argued, have what the STEM and business majors don't have: the
ability to think critically, synthesize information, conduct argu-
ments,understandambiguity,createmultimediapresentations,find
credible sources,and research.Technical skillsare often abletobe
learned on the job, but thinking deeply is less easily taught.
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She recounted an experience she had as a dean at Bridgewater
StateUniversityinMassachusetts,wheresheandsomecolleagues
took a trip to Cisco Systems, a cybersecurity organization. After
talking to an HR employee about the qualifications for system

engineers at Cisco, she learned that the ideal candidates for the
jobweren'tthosewithengineeringdegreesbutthosewhoidentify
problemsandapproachsolutionsindifferentways.Therestofthe
skills, the HR employee assured her, could be learned on the job.




To Krebs' surprise, the employee also said that many of his em-
ployees weren’tengineering majors—they were English majors.

This experience helped Krebs to be more aware of how she and
otherfacultycouldhelphumanitiesstudentsdevelopusefulskills,
values, and attributes for the workforce.”If we don’tfully investin
undergraduate humanities education, we're going to have a cul-
ture that does not value what the humanities teach,”Krebs said.
The humanities are crucial to understanding human nature but
need to be adapted for a modern public and workforce.

Thehumanitiesareavaluableassettotoday’semergingfieldsand
should be encouraged. “Our job is not to give them the doom

and gloomscenario....There are lots of messages about why you
need to be a STEM major or a business major to every [human-
ities] student,’Krebs said.”They get that message all the time.We
need to tell them that there is a wealth of possibility out there
for them.”So how do faculty better prepare students for the real
world using the humanities?

Here are a few of Krebs'tips for faculty to help students:

Normalize student uncertainty.

Encourage them to explore, both before and after graduation.
Talktohumanitiesagencies,communitygroups,andareaemploy-
ers.

Encourage students to ask questions when they meet new peo-
ple.

Luckily, College of Humanities faculty recognize this need and
have recently pushed for changes to make humanities majors
prepared for life after graduation. Professors offer more resourc-
es than ever for students to participate in experiential learning,
including mentored research, study abroad opportunities, and

internships. Additionally, majors within the College (like English
andlinguistics)havecreatedmultipletrackstohelpstudentstrain
for their professional ambitions.

“We love our students, and we want them to thrive. We want to
show them the full extent and value of what they're learning in
our classes,"Krebs said.“We can put together what they're learn-
ingin our classes with what they're learning in other contexts to
helpthemmake casesforthemselves’Eventhoughthetradition-
alapproachtoteachingandlearningmaybeevolving,humanities
majors pioneer the jobs of the future.

Article by Lauren Walker
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Faith and Imagination Lecture Series:

Jennifer Frey

The Intersection of Flannery,
Murdoch, Faith, and Morality

The BYU Humanities Center hosted Jennifer

Frey as the Fall Faith and Imagination guest

lecturer. She also shared her insights during
a workshop with students and as a guest on
the Faith and Imagination podcast.

Humanity's views on morality span a broad spectrum. Where do
you find yourself landing on it? How do your morals affect your
view of the world? At the fall 2022 Faith and Imagination Lecture,
Universityof SouthCarolinaphilosophy professorJenniferFreyar-
guedthat,despiteFlanneryO’Connor’sandlrisMurdoch’sdiffering
ideasonmorality,imagination,andtruth,thesetwoauthorsviewed
their writing and literature in a similar way.

Her lecture, “Iris Murdoch and Flannery O'Connor: The Necessi-

ty of Vision in Life and Literature,” highlighted the intersection of
morality,imagination, and truth in the lives and works of the two
authors. Frey began by outlining the authors’personal lives in or-
dertohighlighthowthereligiousvalues—orlackthereof—shaped
their moral visions.

Murdoch was a classically educated, communist, atheist woman
who advocated for sexual exploration. Her personal life was
reflectedin her novels, which focus on morality, virtue,and sexual
relationships.FreyarguedthatMurdochviewedimaginationnotas
something fantastical but as afreedom and an ability to perceive
and express the truth. “She asks us to notice how much truth a
Shakespeare play contains or a great novel,’Frey said.“When we
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find literature sentimental, pretentious, self-indulgent, or trivial,
Murdochinsiststhat we're sayingitdistortsreality’She explained
that unlike fantasy literature, imaginative literature based onreal
life allows the readers to perceive and express the truth in the
everyday world, even if it is difficult.

Onthe other extreme was O’Connor, afirst-generation American
and devout Catholicwho cherished her daily readings of Thomas
Aquinasandincorporated hisideas of Christianity into her works.
Shevaluedchastityand sexual purity, nevermarryingandinstead
living with her mother. Her difficultand humble upbringingin Sa-
vannah, Georgia, shapedthemesofgraceand moralityin herliter-
ature.O’Connorbelievedthatone mustconfrontreligionthrough
literature because it inspires thought and reveals truth.

From an outside perspective, Murdoch’s and O’Connor’s per-
sonallivesandphilosophical beliefscouldn'tseem moredifferent.
However, Frey offered a different interpretation, explaining that
theybothsawliteratureasacognitive,truth-seeking,andtruth-re-
vealing enterprise. “Both [women] put a kind of moral vision at
the center of their understanding,” she said. A moral vision, Frey
asserted, that both authors agreed could not be separated from
their artistic vision.

Frey’s lecture reminds us to be conscious consumers of art, delib-
eratelysearchingforthecreator’smoralvision.Both Murdochand
O’Connorencouragereaderstoembracetruth throughliterature
orothercreativemeans, evenifitisdifficult.”Literaturetellsusand
teaches usthings,’Frey said.”In portraying characters, the author
displays,mostclearly, hisdiscernment, histruthfulness, hisjustice,or
his lack of these qualities.”

Article by Lauren Walker










Faith & Imagination Lecture Series

Sarah Bachelard

Faithful Poetry and a Poetics of
Faith

The BYU Humanities Center, the Neal A.
Maxwell Institute for Religious Scholarship,
and the BYU College of Humanities joint-

ly co-sponsored this year’s Nan Osmond
Grass Lecture and Winter Faith and Imagina-
tion Lecture, which was delivered by Sarah
Bachelard.

Sarah Bachelard is an Anglican priest and theologian based in
Canberra, Australia. She is an Honorary Research Fellow at the
AustralianCatholicUniversity,withspecialinterestsinphilosophy,
ethicsandspirituality. Sheisthefounderandleader of Benedictus
Contemplative Church, an ecumenical worshipping community
with a practice of silent meditation at its heart, and is a member
of The World Community for Christian Meditation. In 2006 she
served as Director of the John Main Centre for Meditation and
Interfaith Dialogue at Georgetown University. Sarah Bachelard is
the author of Experiencing God in a Time of Crisis and Resurrec-
tion and Moral Imagination.

In her address, titled “Poetics of Faith,” Bachelard queried: “How
do we know that God isn't an invented, consoling fantasy?” She
answered by offering a deep reading of three profound poems.
She used thefirst,“Five Senses”by Judith Wright, toilluminate the
way that there are more than five senses, some of which help

us perceive and experience the reality of God. Bachelard also

explained the way that some poems“Speak of God, but notas an
objectamong others."One of these is“Just Now” by W. S. Merwin,

a poem where faith in God becomes, “Something simpler than |
couldeverbelieve/simplerthanlcould have beguntofind words

”n

for!

Indeed, for Bachelard, God is not an object of perception. Rather,
a poetics of faith articulates an awareness of a reality beyond the
perception of the real world, that cant be reduced to it. For her,
these and other poems help open up a space to believe that God
is. Bachelard wonders: “What is God if not imagination? But that
would prove it in the reverse. So imagination can help us with
God, and there’s a dialectic there”

Finally, drawing upon the poem “Annunciation” by Marie Howe,
Bachelarddiscussesthewaythatthescripturesrequire poeticsen-
sibility. Justas“The weaverisrecognized through the pattern per-
ceived,’so too“God is the meaning acquired through the events
recounted.’Bachelard quoted Mary Oliver’sassertion that:"Only if
there are everangelsin your head, will you ever possibly see one.”
Put another way:“We are in the world as poetry is in the poem.”
This is Bachelard’s delightfully simple and profound insight: the

thing is the condition of its possibility. So too with God.

Article by Isaac James Richards
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Esther Hi'ilani Candari: Barren

The Humanities Center is pleased to be displaying
Esther Hi'ilani Candari’s MFA thesis titled: “BARREN: A
Case Study Using Artin Religious Instruction to Foster
EmpathybyProvidingDeeperlnsightandEncouraging
Contemporary Dialogue.”

This thesis draws upon a review of current literature
related to the empathy-building potential of fine art
and experiences of infertile women, especially those
within Judeo-Christian communities, to build a case
study for utilizing fine art to create stronger more
empathetic communities. For this case study, Candari
utilized an online survey of infertile Judeo-Christian
women to further clarify the specific needs of this
minority group. Then she drew upon a broad array of
currentand historicalliteratureand artworktodiscern
what culturalandtheologicaltrends may haveframed
infertility as a stigma.

Using this information she then produced a series of
three paintingsaimedto spark constructive conversa-
tionandincrease understanding and empathy within
theselectedcommunities.Thesepaintings,whichdepict
the Biblical stories of three infertile women —Sar-
ah, Rachel, and Hannah—were executed in a realist
tradition with special effort made to communicate
emotional and historical nuance, breaking from the
stereotypical miracle and natal-centric narratives of western art history and Judeo-Christian theological tradition.

The paintings are available to the public Monday - Friday 12-1 PM and 4-5 PM through November 2023. Stop by the Humanities Cen-
ter (4101 JFSB) to see them!
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About the Artist

Esther Hi'ilani Candari is primarily a figurative
artistwhoexploresconceptssuchasmultiracial
identity,genderandthefemalegazeinthecon-
text of religion, and the connections between
ecology, culture, and sense of place. Much of
her work draws upon her experiences growing
up in Hawai'i in an Asian American mixed race
household. She has an BFA from BYU-H, an
MFA from Liberty University, and has studied
at the New York Academy of Art. In addition
to her studio work she teaches art courses for
SouthernVirginiaUniversity,managesprogram-
ming for Writ & Vision Gallery, serves as the art
editor for Wayfare magazine, and serves on the
Board of Directorsforthe Dialogue Foundation.

Currently, she lives in Utah County with her
husband,tworescuedogs,andanever-growing
collection of houseplants.

You can find her work at hiilanifinearts.com or
@hiilanifinearts on instagram.
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National Humanities Center Fellow

Dawan Coombs

Dawan Coombs is an associate professor of English
at Brigham Young University where she works in the
English teaching program. Her research explores the
role of identity in the struggles of adolescent read-
ers and seeks to identify practices that support these
students. She is a former high school English and
reading teacher and currently serves as the BYU Sec-
ondary Education Coordinator.

Engaging the Aesthetic in Adolescent
Literacy Learning

This book project advocates for the use of experiential learning
strategiessuchasartifactualinquiries,stations,simulations,anddrama |
tocreate multi-sensory experienceswith textsthatgenerateinterest,
integrate students’unique cultures into the learning, and help them
connecttheliteraciestheyvalue with schoolliteracy practices.These
strategies provide teachers with methods to facilitate these types of
learning experiences and engage readers.

Boththeoryandresearchsuggestthatoptimalmeaningmakinghappenswhenteachersincorporatetheuniqueelementsof
students'livesintothelearningtofosterauthentic,relevant,andengagingreadingexperiences.ThetheoriesofRussianliterary
critic Mikhail Bakhtin as well as those of educational philosophers Louise Rosenblatt and Paulo Freire provide aframework
for considering the role of experiential learning in the teaching of literature. Each of these theorists explored the way the
individuals'experiences,beliefs,feelings,andunderstandingsinfluencethewaytheyreadandmakesenseoftexts.Researchin
fieldsrangingfrom neuroscienceto psychologytoeducationreportthatinterestinandretention of reading contentoccurs
whenteachersincorporatetheexperiences,feelings,andculturesofstudentsintotheirinstruction.Whenprocesseddeeply,
readers feel profound emotions, consider the perspectives of others, and engage with experiences not their own.
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National Humanities Center Fellow
Jacob Rawlins

Jacob D. Rawlins is an associate professor in the
Linguistics Department, where he has taught in
the Editing and Publishing program since 2015. He
received a BA in History and an MPA, both from
BYU. He earned his PhD in rhetoric and professional
communication from lowa State University in 2013.
He researches the history of publishing, editing,
and applied rhetoric.

Welsh Publishing in the Nineteenth
Century

Oneofthebright spotsinthe otherwise turbulent mid-nineteenth
century Wales was the rise of small publishers. So much was print-
ed in Wales in the nineteenth century, in fact, that it is considered
the Golden Age of Welsh publishing.The effects of this Golden Age
traveled far beyond the borders of Wales.

The influence of nineteenth-century Welsh publishing is also felt
withinThe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Welsh printers for the Church, including Captain Dan Jones and John
SylvanusDavis,wroteand printedthousandsofpagesexplaininganddefendingthedoctrinesofthenewreligion.Davis pro-
duced Welsh translations of the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants, along with a full hymnal of both Welsh
and English hymns.

Inthis project, Iwillconductanin-depth study of the goldenage of publishingin nineteenth-centuryWales.This project will
havetwoprongs:(1)anexaminationoftheimportanceandinfluence of nineteenth-centuryWelshreligious publishing,and
(2) a biography of John S. Davis, the primary printer and Welsh translator for the Church of Jesus Christ in Wales.
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National Humanities Center Fellow
Sara Phenix

Sara Phenix is Associate Professor of French at
Brigham Young University. She earned her PhD
at the University of Pennsylvania. Her work has
appeared in Nineteenth-Century French Stud-
ies, Dix-Neuf, and Romance Notes. Her current
book project focuses on fashion, fertility, and
fiction in nineteenth-century France.

Bodice Politic: How the Corset
Shaped Fashion, Fertility &
Fiction in Nineteenth-Century
France

The discourses of fashion, reproductive politics, and literary
productionintersectedinconsequential—andevenexisten-
tial—waysinnineteenth-centuryFrance.Afterthehumiliating
defeat of the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71), France saw a
catastrophicdropinitsalreadydecliningbirthrate.Thepublic
discourse about depopulation disproportionately targeted
the corset because, dress reformers suggested, it compro-
misedthestructuralintegrityofboththematernalandthefetalbody.Thissupposedsartorialthreattonationalsecurity,how-
ever, was also a significant source of revenue for France’s fashion industry. This book examines literary texts, popular press,
andfashionephemeratoexaminetheideologicalandeconomictensionsthatconvergedonthecorset.lexaminethecorset
as athematic mainstay and theoretical construct used by authors like Emile Zola, Octave Mirabeau, Edmond de Goncourt,
and Guy de Maupassanttoexplore questions offertility, creation (both biologicaland artistic),and form (physical silhouette
andliterarygenres).Thisbookbuildsonexistingscholarshipaboutthesocialimportanceoffashionbyelucidatingthecritical
role that women'’s clothing played in debates about fertility and aesthetic production in nineteenth-century France.
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Colloquia

September 8: Jessica Tebo & TJ McLemore
“What Every Student and Faculty Member
Should Know about DH”

|

January 26: Laura Catharine Smith
“Promoting Information Literacy and Critical
Thinking in the Modern Humanities Classroom”
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September 29: Dan Paul
“Renewingltalian NetflixTV Serials: Questions of
Race, Genre, and Politics”

September 22: Makayla Steiner
“I was not a soulless animal’: Identity and Per-
sonhood in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy”

February 9: Kevin Blankinship
“Brokers of the Trust Economy, or Why and How
Professors Should Write for the Popular Press”

February 16: Steve Richardson
“Machine Translation: Hype vs. Reality”




October 13: Earl Brown November 17: Corry Cropper, Daryl Lee,

“How Language Usage Likely Affects Language Heather Belnap
Structure” Roundtable on Collaborative Research

March 2: Francesca Lawson March 9: Kristin Matthews
“Gendered Al: Why Can't Siri Sing” “There is power in the word": YA Literature and
the Contemporary Freedom Struggle”

January 19: Ryan Christensen
“Loneliness and Love”

April 10: College of Humanities ChatGPT
Task Force
Roundtable on ChatGPT
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Undergraduate Research Symposium

Every year, undergraduate students can apply for facul-
ty-mentored research grants from the College of Human-
ities,calledtheHumanitiesUndergraduateMentoringGrant
(HUM Grant). The Humanities Center recognizes the very
best of these recipients in our annual Undergraduate Re-
searchSymposium,wherestudentsfromourcollegehavea
chanceto presenttheirresearch findings. The projects this
yearincludedawiderangeoftopicsand broadly represent-
ed the disciplines within the college.
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From left to right:

Braden Slater (co-presenter with Quinn Blackley), “The Secondary School Writing Center University Partnership”

Madilyn Abbe, “Safe in the Eye of the Storm’: A 20th Century Adaptation of Safe Slave Spaces in Colton Whitehead’s The Intuitionist”
Quinn Blackley

Rachel McDonald, “Goalkeeping or Gatekeeping? A Lexical Analysis of Sexism in Italy’s Female National Football League”

Jackson Hawkins, “Monads and Bodies: The World As Leibniz Sees It”

Sean Cameron, “Phonological Effects in Mandarin Chinese Names”

Holden d’Evegnée:,“Legend Still Holds Secret the Key:’ Animism and Dialogic Witnessing in Veronique Tadjo’s Queen Pokou and Toni
Morrison’s Beloved”
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Student Essay Contest Winner

Woven Together
This essay, by Megan McOmber Wight, won first place in the 2023
BYU Humanities Center Student Essay Contest.

“l am grateful for my eyes because | can read books.”
“l am grateful for my mouth because | can taste blueberries.”
“l am grateful for my legs because | can jump.’

Inthe morning, early, beforelleave for BYU campus to start my day of classes and writing
and thinking, | spend time with my daughter, Gwen. We jump and read books and eat
blueberries. She is only a year old, but | try to repeat to her all the reasons she can be
grateful for her body.We laugh.lam so grateful for her belly and for my belly because we
can laugh.

As I walk up to campus, | try to tell myself,”l am grateful for my legs because | can walk up these endless stairs.” | repeat,“l am grateful for
my brainbecauseitcankeep learning.”lam grateful for my eyes because they can seethese mountains,and read these books,and decode
this map to find my class in the JKB." | am trying to teach my daughter—and teach myself—how to be grateful for our bodies.

Belonging is so often caught up in our bodies. Our figures of blood and breath stand as signals and signs symbolizing how we fit in, how
we match up, or how we stand out. Each day, as we leave our homes, we offer our bodies to the world. And other people, with their own
bodies, choose to embrace, empower, invite, or reject us.

My body has the power to accept your body.To embrace your body, to welcome your body. Believers proclaim that we are onein the body
of Christ.We symbolically partake of His flesh each Sunday. And we await the promise of a perfected body. But all of this is complicated in
the ways we other each other. The ways we show each other that we don’t match up.

Elder James E.Talmage once said,“We have been taught...to look upon these bodies of ours as gifts from God. We Latter-day Saints do
notregardthe body assomethingtobe condemned, somethingtobeabhorred...Weregard [the body] as the sign of our royal birthright.
.. We believe that these bodies ... may be made, in very truth, the temple of the Holy Ghost.”

Signs of our royal birthright.
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Gifts from God.
Temples.

I have walked past the temple on 9th East and Center Street. | have walked past the buildings on campus—temples of learning. Even the
seminar rooms on the 4th floor of the JFSB have felt like a temple as my classmate handed my daughter her keychain to play with during a
lecture. There is something holy in how she crouched down low to show my baby an Avatar sticker,and how she didn’t getannoyed when
Gwenkepttrying to push herlaptop off the bench.Thereis something sacred in the way my classmate didn’t think that was a big deal. But it
was a big deal to me.

The Museum of Art was a temple as Dr. Elliot Wise talked about Northern Renaissance art and depictions of the Savior. Showing us the de-
tailinapearl,and awindow, and the curve ofamother’sbody.l remember he cried. The classroom in the Smith Fieldhouse hasfelt like akind
of temple as my classmates and | belly laugh at how hard it is to do a push up and how our teacher keeps cheering to: “feel the burn!”

A professor’s office in the JFSB feels like a temple.We discuss research while my daughter colors in the corner. My professor offers her crack-
ers,and crayons, and laughs when my daughter screams foranother snack. The mother’sroom in the Talmage building felt like atemple as|
nursed my month-old daughterinits quiet corners. Each of these spaces has contained consecration and connection—something eternal.

These places were temples because of the life that was bubbling inside. These places were temples in the way that others created a space
formethatfelt naturaland safeand eternal. And | wonder how | can embrace people like those buildings embraced me. How can lembrace
others like professors and classmates and even strangers have accepted me? | am learning to be grateful for my body. And | am learning to
curve my ears and shape my hands to hold the stories and bodies of others. We are learning to love each other’s bodies. But even more we
arelearningtoloveall thelife bubbling inside of each other.To come to know each other for more than our bodies and all that we have lived
and experienced because of our bodies. And then maybe we can embrace each other’s lives and though we are many, become onein the
body of Christ.

Megan is currently an MFA student at BYU. She has recently been published in Mount Hope Magazine and Under the Gum Tree. She
is also the 2023 winner of the Mayhew Competition and David O. McKay Essay Contest. She can most often be found running, baking
cookies with her husband, or reading the same book for the eighth time to her 18-month-old daughter.

Works Cited

JamesE.Talmage.CR, October 1913, p. 117. Also quoted in“Of Souls, Symbols, and Sacraments”by Jeffrey R. Holland, https://speeches.byu.
edu/talks/jeffrey-r-holland/souls-symbols-sacraments/.
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Current Research Groups

Boarding School Stories
Editing and Publishing
Foreign Language Housing

Greek and Latin Translation
Working Group

Humor

Medieval and Rennaissance
Studies (MARS)

Religious Studies in Europe
Romantic and Victorian

Sﬁirituality and Imagination
Theology and Humanities

Translation Studies

Women's Studies Teaching and
Research (WSTAR)
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You can be a part of the BYU Humanities Center

Donations to the BYU Humanities Center If you would like to donate to the BYU Hu-
are exclusively used to benefit sutdents,and  manities Center and help further the cause of
students are a vital part of our center:They  the humanities, or if you have any questions
attend our events, belong to our research about ways to make a gift, please contact
groups, serve as research assistants, and LDS Philanthropies at 801-356-5300 or email
present their own independent research. We  Philanthropies@churchoflesusChrist.org. To
mentor students and their work blesses us make a gift online please visit our website.
and others. So, thank you for supporting our

Humanities Center. It helps us enhance the

education of our wonderful students.

Online:
humanitiescenter.byu.edu
Clickonthe“giving”button onthe
top-right side of the page.

Post:

BYU Humanities Center
c/o Philanthropies
1450 N. University Ave.
Provo, Utah 84604
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The humans of the College of Humanities represent a remarkable collection of people
who, at face value, seem fairly homogeneous but, under the surface, live wildly rich lives
with complexidentities. Some have spent years traveling and living in foreign countries,
speakingseverallanguagesfluentlyand moving seamlessly betweenverydifferentcom-
munities. Others have invested the time and energy to polish talents or have cultivated
interests that connect them with experts around the globe. Yet others have become
world experts in fields and cultures that require significant feats of inquiry and imagi-
nation.These diverse scholars are amazing, multidimensional resources of empathy and
human understanding who unselfishly choose, semester after semester, to share their
talents and insights with students from across the entire university. On top of this, their
very presence on campus demonstrates their abiding commitment to support our
sponsoring church, adding the identity of disciple to that of scholar and teacher.

—Scott Miller, Dean of the BYU College of Humanities

BYU Humanities



